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produced against their adversaries legends and forgeries.
But in itself the movement—this protest of more than half a
century against the crime of an Emperor—is not without
its greatness. And the Patriarch Arsen, however narrow-
minded he might be, certainly added to the glory of the
oecumenical see: he has something of the stoic resolution of
his great contemporaries, the popes who conquered Frederick
II and Manfred.
PALAMISM
Before she perished Byzantium was to give to the world
the spectacle of a last theological joust and the proof that she
was to the end, even when hard pressed by the barbarians,
capable of fighting against herself for high ideals. One
might say that Byzantium had sworn to give the lie to her
future reputation for dogmatic immobility, since fourteenth-
century 'Palamism' is a doctrine of surprising boldness, of
unexpected novelty. It is not that the mystical current which
feeds Hesychasm—the movement of which Gregory Pala-
mas was the theorist and the prophet—does not reach far
back in the history of Byzantine religious thought; indeed,
it derives in a straight line from Origen and there had ever
been those in the Church of East Rome who had aspired to
reach 'the delights of Contemplation'. But at an early date
these speculations had been adjudged heretical. In the sixth
century, at the very moment when the Great Council which
was to condemn the Nestorian 'Three Chapters* was in
session (553), anathemas had been launched against the
errors of Origen and against the Origenist monks of
Palestine. How comes it that eight centuries later practices
and theories infinitely more hazardous not only appear
openly in the light of day, but are straightway included
amongst the treasured possessions of unchanging Ortho-
doxy? The explanation of this paradox can be supplied by
history alone. As we have seen, always, ever since the victory
of Christianity, in the sphere of theology those opinions have
triumphed, however daring they might be, which were held
by the social strata of the population which circumstances
had made the masters of the Empire. Egypt which for
centuries was a necessity for the material existence of the

